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Abstract

In November 2008, under the nam
Glittermouse, | began usin
multimedia to visually explore the
urban landscape. Taking the form
live installatons at club nights, these
used digital projections to create a
environmental response to urbal
spaces. Stage One realised a thr
dimensional development of this
work, focusing on public space ar
issues of ownership. Researc
carried out alongside thishas
indicated that  environmental
interactivity  promotes  positive
relationships with city spaces an
there  have been subsequer
developments toward audience
participation. In continuation of
these concepts, | am planning t
include responsive technologies |
the production of objects or
environments. These  will bt
designed to allow users to interac
with public spaces in a playful we
while also encouraging engageme
with the issue of public ownershig

This Belongs To, — : ) .
Public Participation Project T These developments will form thi

T D R main practical focusfdStage Two.
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3 Fig. 1 1 Starting Point
Developmentof a reflective practicecapable 6 generating work of - —]
consistent quality and theoretical integritwas the main aim of fisioe gl (W2 PE) - e hotte |
Stage One Initial proposals consisted of vague ideas defined i o ] ey T A '

loose areasand it wasa priority i 2 RA&A0GAf &az2YS$S | e
R2oyQ Ayiliz2 (KS KdbusNIenetated iokoBsksS| &
a lecturerl have long promotednind mapping to record and focus
thinking and it was with a&ense of familiarity that | received this
suggestio during the first Methodologyekture by John HyattAn

initial approach to this échnique (Fig. 1) introspectively ploted ; ,
elements impacting upopracticeto visualisethe current positionin \.{' L e Pt} -dheimy + L v

order to better planmechanisms oprogress Fg.2 |

N

The follavingweek Barbara Rawlingmve practical considerations in an overview of the reseprobess.Thisraisedfurther
issues; the need to identifguestiors driving thework forward followed bythe locationsand methodsof researchwhich
would steer and focus théquiries into them A second mind mayrig. 2)visualisedareas of interestand an upcoming
exhibition opportunity in Helsinki offered a substantial
source of researchinvestigationsat this eventinclude a

NG FOR DUSATION OF INSTALLATION AT ACTERNATIVE PART

THURSDAY 77 10 3%
Wy e e ety ey

g self interview, a visitor surveyFig. 4Jand a finalevaluation
- s S e on practical outcomes with photographic and video
iR ' ' documentary Analysis of findings from thesewas
summarisedin a piece of reflective writingpublished at

< § Be cowey Py

| A

W o et s St e ot S o et et www.glittermouse.co.ukand though only subtly influential
s, ST e AR SralE OF pts AN on outcomes this constituted the first real investigation
ool 7 ; : into themes and processedhe development of ahree
0 o o e e et e g ot (s ward Wbt . stranded methodologyconstituting a reflection on physical
e S g Y outcomes investigation intowider contexts (in this case,
‘ : _ S Lot public opinior) and a questioning ofthe purpose and
s S L ey theory of the work then developed Thiswas identified to

relate to . f 22 YQ& ofaQogniivé, YAffective and
Psychomotor Dmains. It is generally accepted that
effective learning bridges these andn aexperimental
approach to methodology deliberateBimedto utilise this

W P m—t sty et ¥ e s get aeey

B h et e ey

PSR O self questionnaireHjg.3-0F a SR 2y wlighd of y 3 Q

modeE S&LISOAlFffte gAGK NBIFNR
hNRSND GKAYl1AYy3 2F GKS [/ 23yA

o — Synthesis and Evaluation.
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?No, too many signs...e.g" do not do this or that..etc.... feel trapped.... cant walk here, or go in here....no parking, gates in constant use¢ §

oNo, Y82t 9 —wa3ytsU=pac
oWt =jt=hyc=yj ZO@330=ZP=62rY=O0t-WY=Z2t>165494=2t=Z6C=0UasaWt

Thinking about how you relate to urban spaces..

1. How would you describe your relationship with the city?

2. How do you travel about within the city?

3. How do you think living in a dcity changes your life for the better?

4. How do you think living in a city changes your life for the worse?

5. Do you feel you have any ownership over the urban environment?

Hg. 4

1  SurveyandAnalysis

Though based on affective igenses, analysis of the survey
findingsresides &rgely in the cognitive domain aritis these
characteristicsthat form the thinking in this areaThat the
surveyhad beenlimited by a narrow bracketof respondents
informed the decisionto make use of survey tooto gather
feedback online(Fig. 3. Using the same questions, it was
possible to obtairadditionalresponses and conduct analysis
with marginallyless biased results. Though unlikely that the
findings independeny influenced the workthey providedan
alternative perspective andsupported decision making The
main outcome wa& development of the theory that a
significant factor in individual positivity about urban
habitationis foundthrough asense of controbbtainedviaa
tangible input tothe environment. Lt continuesthat when
this sensads either absent or imbalanced an apparentlack
of control, negativity beomes predominant As well as
NBfFdAy3a (2 aLISOATAO 0O2YYSyi
supported by the findings that the most frequently stated
positive features of cities are hose facilities withwhich
individuals engage in a controllegredictableand interactive
fashion €.g. cultural/social amenities) and that the most
commonly identified negatives are thosehich directly
stimulate a perceived lack thereof (e.g. crime, nose,
overcrowding and alienation).

To further explore this theory, a secompliestionnairewas produced with mordocusedquestions.Research into survey
writing improvedthe clarity and neutrality of the questions amal solicit as many responses pgssble the launchcoincided

with a rebuildof glittermouse.co.ukListedas a main featuret encouragedvisitors toexplore the newsite with purpose and

the offer of a free digital print for the first ten respondents wasparently successfuthough somepeopledid chooseto
remain anonymougsall the prints were claimed and dispatched within a week of the siteggbue. Responses canfi®m
across the globand numbered almost doublethe first survey These ew findings supported the position thahteradions

with the environment either actively through involvement in planninghysicaty and aestheticsor passiely through
participation inarts, communityor socialevents, canin many cases generate a sense of control which often improves the

relationship of anindividual with their local area.

b pUtg=etat 6>UdYZy6WU 0=t = Yecki dnonBking & Grass =d1CE]P2a

b yy6rets=ywctjj =3=ctyd=2ccUj udwd2>3UY=1fhH=

¢ u2UtZPZwyt = u)c OlRWPUDDHFEO=tUhUjtted E=Zj t cO=t b=t caytej 3021t *t=

1  PhysicaProcess
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To explore relationships between digital and physical processés achieving threedimensionality digital modelling
techniqueswere identified as potential processe€utting Edge¢ Lases and Creativity Symposiuat Loughborough
University gave insight into a rangepfctitioners currentlyworkingwith theseand discussedssuessurroundingtheir use
Further investigation at th®esign and Technology with ICT Education Sitalve NE@irminghamthen confirmed laser
etching against CNC routing or rapidgbotyping as most appropriate for reasons ofcost, speed scaleand accessibility
Though these findings were cognitively managed through written reflections, the psychomotor domairs ersgaged in
realisinga series ofpracticaltests andspatialtrials (Figs. 58) which developed over a six month periodl parallel process to
cognitive research methodshis development tangibly movethe work from 2Dto 3D, realised atthe Link Galler in April
2010.Titled Marking the Territorythisinstallationfully utilised the gallery spaasith multiple projections orwalls, floor and
laser etchedbjects,visualisingn the communitya discussion ofhe theoriesdrawn from publicsurvey finding.

Fig. 5 Fig. 6 Fig. 7 Fig. 8

1  Written Reflectiors

If the psychomotor domain iaddressed througimakingand the affectivemanifests inreflective dialogue often occurring
informally throughout ths process, witing may be seen sa cognitivemechanismby which theaffectiveinstinctis managed

and analysed be this via the generation of simplemind map or an extended body of writing. TirarBons, in his recent
delivery tothe ntexts panel sessionstated that the human braincan onlyhold seven thoughtsat once Writing both

records and provides a space in which more complex thoughts might be refined and developed. If wploipglsthe body
through space writing movesthe brain fromone thought to the next, mappingdeasthat may then be revisited and
communicated to others a ¢ 2 gNA IS¢ t SNBO 20aSNBSaz Aa a2 GNB YSGAC(
survive; to wrest a few precise scraps from the void as it grows, to leave somewhere a furrow, a trace, a mark or a.few sign:
Writing as a reflective tool has punctuated much of the Stage One practice, allowing many strands of research to b
summarised in a common format and documenting both physical and conceptual progression.

1 Development

The critically reflective practiceegessarily identifies and responds to inefficiencies. Much ofrélsearchdocumentation
vergeson the descriptive ando develop aneffective processa higher degree ofliscrimination is needeavhen writingto
facilitate more productive analysiddany issuesexplainedare inherent in the work and a more cawéfconsideration of
relevancewill free up creative developmenand allowa more productive use of timéd wider range of research sources is
also necessary to develop practice into Stage Two antthduiinvestigations will cognitively broaden the contexts of this
work by considering issues around property Isgfyeneration and urban planninghepsychomotor domain will be extended
by research into intectivity through responsive andocial technologs. With reference to Bloo@ Taxonomy, it is
recognised that followinganalysisof survey findings and the resultingynthesisof theory, evaluation and reflective
scepticism will test the integrity and contextual value of these conclusions.

Mixed GroupProject(Group C)
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Working within a communityof other practitionersis a reliable method of
addressing affective needs and the Mixed Group Projgretwing on the City
provided this opportunity. Group discussionsgnitiated a series of inw&igative
workshops in the areas of identifiadterest the experiential and the transient
(Figs. 9¢ 12) Through these, the group explored individual identitiaad

perceptions of locality and questionddow it might be possible to map the
transience okexperienceA dedicated blogvas usedo continue discussions anc

share research outside of meetings.concept for a welbasedlocal mapping
utility wasdeveloped, proposed to work in a similar way to maxystingsocial
networking sites, featuringinked accounts andiser uploaded contengrigs. 13;
14). It was discussed that though social networkingdhbroken down many
barriers in ¢pbal communicationthe possibities for local interaction remained
relativelyunexplored.

Personal peparatory reseech for Stage Two intolocationbased social
networking hassincefound sites such as Foursquare, Gowalla and MyTo\
which are remarkably similar to thsite proposed by Group @t the MGP
presentations This clearlyinstigates criticism of the integritgpf our research
process; we did not know about them at the time. However, that these fal
new sites are rapidly gaining usgrsssiblysays more about the inherent utility
of mobile networking technologies in the urban environment than it does abc
our failure to identify these during the projecThough a distinction was made
between the group topi@and personal practice theries unavoidable dialogue
and the potential relevance tduture themes of environmental interaction, as
well ascontradictory conerns relating tanstitutional impactsare clear.

Fig.9 (Left)

Documentation of a walk t&hamblesSquare

considering the permanence of the survivin
bombed letterbox and the tranence of the

relocated building (now the Oyster Bar).

Fig.10 (Below)

Example of bservational exercise
developed from a pasge in Species of
Spaces (Perec Gihdcompleted by each
member.
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Fig. 12

Group Memory Map KA Y RA @A Rdzl £ £ &

Group Memory Map Z; one large scale map drawn simultaneoubly several
maps, digitally overlaid

group membergrom memory.
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Fig.13 Fig.14

Website Proposat Homepage Website Proposat Example Subpage

Fig. 9¢ 14 are layouts used during the MGP
presentations utilising extracts of text from the
group minutes.



Strategies of Thought

i Rights of Way in Noiplace

According to naturalengland.org.uk, England has approximately
190,000 km of public rights of way. These provad¥ | gpportunities

to enjoy the natural environmefté 2 f 1 Ay3 Ay GKS
important element of our national identity and free passage to do this

is defended vigorously; but what of walking in the city? Routes
GNF RAGAZ2Yy @& TFANNBGER diik Y O8IQIdi R S
to go around mountains not over them, a trait exemplified in modern
spaces by worn, muddy corners of grassy areas. Our spatial instinct
does not recognise corners but is increasingly compromised by the
modern urban enviroment.

Supermanagement of space has become the norm; we expect one
way streets, anticipate being told to Keep Off The Grass. Many of
these spatial directives stem from necessary planning and
management of densely populated areas; we stand on the leftkw
on the right, cross at the crossing, and wait for the green man whether
in city or suburb, north or south, because they are convenient
systems. When, however, does erosion of spatial determinism become
symptomatic of alternative influences and whentthese threaten not

. just human individuality, but character of place?

Marc Auge introduces the notion of nguace, writngg L ¥ | LX I OS OlFy 06S RSTAYSH
concerned with identity, then a space which cannot be defined as relhtiustorical or concerned with identity

will be a noaLJt | @& lghlights the deharacterisation of places as a symptom of globalisation. Starbucks is
found as quickly in Bangkok as in Brighton, Manchestgro&imuch like Madrid, Lidl stocks the sarfumds in
Warrington and in Wiesbaden. In ngiace the languages of space, ‘
the assumptions and demands of the user are the same. It iSe@y
characteristic of nofplaces, says Augé, i K leyi areidéfined partly g
by ddd G KSANI WAyYadNHzBISA 2 YRS GFCNW
rightK ' yR £ 1FySQ0X LINBKAOGAGAGS o6
y2g Sy idSNRARyYy3 UK SThesSihstzetipris tefiniese df)
spaceand dictate the manneby which wecompromisethe personal
to move throughit. AugeStates,d ¢ KS f Ay 1 0S5 { 6 SiSeimm M R
their surroundings in the space of nplace is established through th@mms %
YSRALFGAZY 2F ¢ 2aNdnatss thatde rapéngnts SN
thesed | NB y20G AYRADARdIZ t & 0 dziThest Yl
texts do not just prescribe our spatial operations, they remove i
demand on us to communicate with each other. However, tH%¥




structuring of nonplaceis nota oneway process; it is a contractual
obligation where despite an erosion of individuality theewus
surrenders the right to anonymity in order to pass through¢ K S
supermarket customer gives his identity when he pays by cheque or
credit card; so does the autoroute driver who pays the toll with a
card. In a way, the user abnplace is always requideto prove his
innocence. There will be no individualization (no right to
Fy2yeYAideo ¢A0Kataas Aug&iBegdiigsiies ha@K S
not only become the focus of political debate, they are becoming
. _ L . _intrinsic within the everyday. How many Londws now travel
N .7-_?\. '_ | < around their transport network by proving their rights to passage
with a registered Oyster Card? Is abdf | OS NBaAGNAOGSR o6& (GKS o02dzyRI NR S
capital just one example of a place evolving into a city ofplace? This is not a recent threat, rather an evolving
trend which has been highlighted by many subcultures that seek to preserve identity. William Upski Wimsat
discusses the politics behind the graffiti movement in the 1994 public&@nb the Suburbgredictingthis urban
erosiond { ARSgl f1ax o0dzaSas GNIAyas IyR 20KSNJ NBftAOa 27
character, and history of the landscape will be washed corporately clean. Security guards and alarm systems \
pr2 iSOG | ty2ai SOSNEBUKAYI O6SEOSLII T2N) GKS tABSa 2F

Wimsatt refers to America but his statement is easily applied to the UK. At the time of writing in 1994, three year
before the dawn of New Labour, the machinait#oof this trend had already begun. The Thatcherite economic
O2yOSLIi RFosWwa NRIOFZNERA aSR GKFIG ¢SFEOGK FGGNF OGSR G2 |
deprived locality. The way was opened for businesses and property developerswetw® encouraged to
WNBEISYSNIGSQ ONRBogyFTASEIR araiasSa ol adzoiafS &8Si AYLRN
aSSYy 1SSy G2 TFT2NHSO ¢KIFIGOKSNRa 3I2@8SNYyYSyidzx AGa Ay
government, many bthe 1980s relaxations on planning permissions were reversed in recognition of the damage
out of town complexes were causing to the British high street. Bluewater, Lakeside, The Trafford Centre; shoppit
malls. Nomplaces. Anna Minton discusses thisGmund Contro{2009)statingd ¢ 2 FAY R | gl & | NP
NEAGNRAOGAZ2Y AT aK2LIMAYy3d OSYyliNBa KISBSdestnes3Risitdok/eestild |
London in Shepherds Bushnotiaigg A G Gt S G2 RA &l Ay Jedair to Kemitidknie dhat Lifas i BestF N.
[ 2 Yy R.2AM¢example of space which cannot be defined as relational, historical or concerned with identity
Minton observesi it KS O NXB I -dgirfppertyzdmpléxedSviich also own and control the streets, ssj@are

2 LISy &aLJ OS are igcreasiingty Somthani Butwhat of the Public Right of Way? What of the statement at
YIEGdzNI € Sy3tFyR®2NEB (GKIdG aa¢KS LISNXYIYySyOS 2F | t Np?2
KAIKgl @éK aAiAyilizy HiyRe NPBdS &BR2 ytay GSKEALX |y GA2Y FTNRY
Fo2f AaK GNIRAGAZ2YLFE NARIKGaE 2F 41 & GKNRIzZAK | LINRP OS3

7 1%

A
LIdzo f A O KATKGL 8d DOD Y | AY FamiaS it iatnnindntinS\NIh ¢

Thepanoptic vew from our historic desire taise above the §
city is recognised by De Certeau as an illusi@any other
in which it is not directly experienced. Maps, photograpt
film and references to what De Certeanames the

W/ 2 y-Ok fon@n attempt to pindown anon-existent
truth. An ideal; risingabove the cityorders and sterilises.it
Shirley Kressel, in the essay Privatizing the Public Re
observes a trend in urban planning which capitalises on
Ay GKS GNHzSald &aSyasS 2@&newf




NikeTown in Boston, located on a very busy pedestrian street, by car or through a lobby from which they are swe
0 Saokfl 2N dzlJsl NRZ | ¢keé FNRY UGUKS LlzofAO aidNBSia
dislocation, a suspension of DeS NII S| dzQ& jdzSadA2y daadzad 2yS TFAyLffe&
Y20S o6F O] FYyR T2NIKOPODPKE slprespnceR2ndtyfustitied bylpérhashef whedeS &
uncomfortable questions of the street such as class, crime angradof the uncontrolled threaten to unveil the
GIAALYGEAO NKSGI2NAO 2F SEOSaaoé

f AhNRAYINE t NI OGAIGA

oUrban public space is at the heart of city and town life. It is the esse
of public freedom: a place to rally, to protest, to sit ammhtemplate, to
smoke or talk or watch the stars. No matter what happens in the sh
and cafes, the offices and houses, the existence of public space
there is always somewhere to go to express yourself or simpl
escapes

observationand ideology but where is the user of these spac
IABSY T2 N)XK thé ddngry pragtitionek & thél cify
removed¥ NP Y Wi K Blich¥l D&iGeSeayiréfaceshis text
The Practice of Everyday Llédfet G K | RSRAOF (A2
a (i NJBW@lidigy dtsconcernwith the A S g LI2 A ¥ (i. D&
Certeaugeneralises, but acknowledges the assumption that
individual is passiveGeorg Simmel describes this urban passivity as the condition of becoming blasé in reaction ti
GAYGSYaArTAOl GA 2y wHch res/ilSivdd thelzwift anal AinvhtafruptédAcBayige of outer and inner
stimuli ... The metropolitan type of manwhich, of course, exists in a thousand individual variardevelops an
organ protecting himagainst the threatening currents and discrepancies of his external environment which would
uproot himbé LYRAGARdzZ fa 06S02YS ofl &S Gtzbut &t deNdBAtEESqualityg 2 ¢
exploited by the corporationsdiscussed by Minton and Kingsnortih take possessiorof our spacesSo what?
2S0@0S ltglleda KFER YR Attt O2yaAydzSthig2 vy
spatial trend have on the indivildk f K ¢ KS RAFFSNBYyOS o06Sis
KFENRfé& ySSRa adGlriaAy3a odzi GKS RA&AGAYOGA
necessarily so manifest. The closure of a public street, reopened as an arcade ol
shopping mall, may seem a positive inspaf publicprivate partnerships, creative
NBEISYSNIrGA2Y Ay |y dzyaidlofS SO27hes¥arE o
not places to sit and contemplate, to smoke, talk or watch the stars and they are
certainly not places to express yourself. Thespaal use of public space for self
realisation does not apply here; personality is irrelevant to the institution and this is a
backdrop for only that which does not seek expression outside the boundaries
prescribed by it.

1 Modern Spatial Identities- Urban Space and Cybeon-place

Gh@SNJ GKS LI ad aS@OSNIf RSOIFIRSa 2dzNJ Odz
place that are densely inhabited, and yet, as chaotic as Houston or aela fav
cyberplaces in cyberspacerites Bice C. Wilsoander the title The Urban Design of
Cyberspace: Our Newest Public Right of \Wayhe blogspot of a leakout group of

(
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the Fiberfete 2010conference on networking technologies. Spending increasing time online, we are rapidly
finding new methods of digital placemaking.hlis changed our physical space and our use of it. Friends on a
night out break the conversation to microblog on mobiles; airlines run marketing campaigns based on the
observation that increasing numbers make web based video calls rather than travel eBetttends also impact
upon our spatial practices momubtly. In a digital age, identity is a contentious political debate; compulsory ID
cards, fraud, biometric passportsational databases, internet privacy. ldentity does more than distinguish one
individual from another; it allows us to access places, facilitates possession, and has now become a commodi
Online we are reduced to units of market data, commercial information paradoxically disconnected from name:
and faces (as we are assured in thévacy policies), attached only to spending patterns. In a political climate
where issues of identity are bargained over in parliament, they are being quietly taken from us. De Certeau cite
C2dz0FtGQa Iylrfteara 27F (KSaYSLOKEZEE dzNER B OKIF&HEONI N
AYAGNYzYSy Gt AGASaE OFLIo6fS YSNBte o0& UGKSANI 2NHI YA
GRA&OA LI A yKholBdge isipPv@A S G & ¢

Social networking sites become such mechanisms. We&r8fr & 3IAGSYy | G@ANLdzZ £ WLX |
with photos, favourite quotes, selected information. We become our own avatar, an edited copy where even ou
transgressions are modified before publication. In return, we share information that baildifferent profile;
browsing history, age group, favourite sites, products, brands. A picture of where and what we can be most eas
persuaded to buy. So what remains of our identities? Where does the personal exist? We are projected back ir
the physialisation of the same capitalism, wandering the concrete, tangible streets, with the pigeons and the
RAAOFINRSR aO52ylfRQA oNI LIISNART | yS¢ GoArad 2y 58
username, the graffiti tag, our only remaigj device with which to momentarily mark ourselves apart before we
sink back into the faceless mass, left only with impotent acts of spatial disobedience (crossing, perhaps, when t
green man is flashing) to wrest our own controls in an otherwise incrgisiocked down society.
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