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Abstract  

òSpace is a doubt: I have constantly to mark it, to 

designate it. 

 Itõs never mine, never given to me, I have to conquer 

it.ó Georges Perec  
 

In November 2008, under the name 

Glittermouse, I began using 

multimedia to visually explore the 

urban landscape. Taking the form of 

live installations at club nights, these 

used digital projections to create an 

environmental response to urban 

spaces. Stage One realised a three 

dimensional development of this 

work, focusing on public space and 

issues of ownership. Research 

carried out alongside this has 

indicated that environmental 

interactivity promotes positive 

relationships with city spaces and 

there have been subsequent 

developments toward audience 

participation. In continuation of 

these concepts, I am planning to 

include responsive technologies in 

the production of objects or 

environments. These will be 

designed to allow users to interact 

with public spaces in a playful way 

while also encouraging engagement 

with the issue of public ownership. 

These developments will form the 

main practical focus of Stage Two.  

 

Marking the Territory, Manchester, April 2010 

 

This Belongs To,  

Public Participation Project 

 

  Alternative Party, Helsinki, October 2009 

 

ᶲφϲϡϦϦϩϴϩΞϩϳΞϡϮΞϡϣϴΫΞϡϮΞϡϣϴϩϯϮέΞϔϨϥΞ

ϯϵϴϣϯϭϥΞϤϯϥϳΞϮϯϴΞϭϡϴϴϥϲᶳΞEspo 
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òDo you feel you have any ownership over the urban 

environment?ó 
 

 

 

 

Methodology  

 
 

Personal Practice 
 

 

¶ Starting Point 

 

 

Development of a reflective practice capable of generating work of 

consistent quality and theoretical integrity was the main aim of 

Stage One. Initial proposals consisted of vague ideas defined by 

loose areas and it was a priority ǘƻ Řƛǎǘƛƭ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ōȅ ΨŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ 

ŘƻǿƴΩ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳōŎƻƴǎciously generated notions. As 

a lecturer I have long promoted mind mapping to record and focus 

thinking and it was with a sense of familiarity that I received this 

suggestion during the first Methodology lecture by John Hyatt. An 

initial approach to this technique (Fig. 1) introspectively plotted 

elements impacting upon practice to visualise the current position in 

order to better plan mechanisms of progress.  

 

The following week Barbara Rawlings gave practical considerations in an overview of the research process. This raised further 

issues; the need to identify questions driving the work forward followed by the locations and methods of research which 

would steer and focus the inquiries into them. A second mind map (Fig. 2) visualised areas of interest and an upcoming 

exhibition opportunity in Helsinki offered a substantial 

source of research. Investigations at this event include a 

self questionnaire (Fig. 3 - ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ wŀǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴique of 

self interview), a visitor survey (Fig. 4) and a final evaluation 

on practical outcomes with photographic and video 

documentary. Analysis of findings from these was 

summarised in a piece of reflective writing published at 

www.glittermouse.co.uk and though only subtly influential 

on outcomes, this constituted the first real investigation 

into themes and processes. The development of a three 

stranded methodology, constituting a reflection on physical 

outcomes, investigation into wider contexts (in this case, 

public opinion) and a questioning of the purpose and 

theory of the work then developed. This was identified to 

relate to .ƭƻƻƳΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ of Cognitive, Affective and 

Psychomotor Domains. It is generally accepted that 

effective learning bridges these and an experimental 

approach to methodology deliberately aimed to utilise this 

modelΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ΨIƛƎƘŜǊ 

hǊŘŜǊΩ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ 5ƻƳŀƛƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ 

Synthesis and Evaluation. 

 

 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 2 
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¶ Survey and Analysis 

Though based on affective responses, analysis of the survey 

findings resides largely in the cognitive domain and it is these 

characteristics that form the thinking in this area. That the 

survey had been limited by a narrow bracket of respondents 

informed the decision to make use of a survey tool to gather 

feedback online (Fig. 4). Using the same questions, it was 

possible to obtain additional responses and conduct analysis 

with marginally less biased results. Though unlikely that the 

findings independently influenced the work, they provided an 

alternative perspective and supported decision making. The 

main outcome was development of the theory that a 

significant factor in individual positivity about urban 

habitation is found through a sense of control obtained via a 

tangible input to the environment. It continues that when 

this sense is either absent or imbalanced by an apparent lack 

of control, negativity becomes predominant. As well as 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ψ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩ ƛǎ 

supported by the findings that the most frequently stated 

positive features of cities are those facilities with which 

individuals engage in a controlled, predictable and interactive 

fashion (e.g. cultural/social amenities) and that the most 

commonly identified negatives are those which directly 

stimulate a perceived lack thereof (e.g. crime, noise, 

overcrowding and alienation).  

 

To further explore this theory, a second questionnaire was produced with more focused questions. Research into survey 

writing improved the clarity and neutrality of the questions and to solicit as many responses as possible the launch coincided 

with a rebuild of glittermouse.co.uk. Listed as a main feature, it encouraged visitors to explore the new site with purpose and 

the offer of a free digital print for the first ten respondents was apparently successful; though some people did choose to 

remain anonymous, all the prints were claimed and dispatched within a week of the site going live. Responses came from 

across the globe and numbered almost double the first survey. These new findings supported the position that interactions 

with the environment, either actively through involvement in planning, physicality and aesthetics or passively through 

participation in arts, community or social events, can in many cases generate a sense of control which often improves the 

relationship of an individual with their local area.  

 

 

 

 

¶ Physical Process  

Can you give an example of what makes you feel most in 

control when in the urban environment?  

 
 

 

 ᶲϗϨϥϮΞψΞϣϡϮΞϰϡϲϴϩϣϩϰϡϴϥΞϩϮΞϥ϶ϥϮϴϳΞϯϲΞϢϥΞϰϡϲϴΞϯϦΞϳϯϭϥΞϳϯϲϴΞϯϦΞϯϲϧϡϮϩϳϡϴϩϯϮΞϴϨϡϴΞϯϲϧϡϮϩϳϥϳΞϥ϶ϥϮϴϳΞϦϯϲΞϴϨϥΞϣϯϭϭϵϮϩϴϹέᶳ 

Fig. 4 

ᶲρϥϩϮϧΞϩϮ϶ϯϬ϶ϥϤΫΞϡϬϢϥϩϴΞϩϮΞϡΞ϶ϥϲϹΞϭϩϮϯϲΞϷϡϹΞϷϩϴϨΫΞϷϩϴϨΞϬϯϣϡϬΞdecisi on making at grass - ϲϯϯϴϳΞϬϥ϶ϥϬᶳ 

ᶲϗϡϬϫϩϮϧΞϡϣϲϯϳϳΞϡΞϲϯϡϤΞϩϲϲϥϳϰϥϣϴϩ϶ϥΞϯϦΞϷϨϥϴϨϥϲΞϴϨϥΞϧϲϥϥϮΞϭϡϮΞϩϳΞϦϬϡϳϨϩϮϧΞϯϲΞϮϯϴᶳ 

 

 Nɸo, ϔϨϩϮϧϳΞϣϨϡϮϧϥΞϷϩϴϨϯϵϴΞϭϹΞϩϮϰϵϴΟᶳ 

έ ʂ

 Nɸo, too many signs...e.g " do not do this or that..etc.... feel trapped.... cant walk here, or go in here....no parking, gates in constant  useέ ʂ

 ψɸϮΞϳϯΞϦϡϲΞϡϳΞϴϨϡϴΞψΞϬϩϫϥΞϴϯΞϢϥΞϩϮ϶ϯϬ϶ϥϤΞϩϮΞϭϹΞύϥϩϧϨϢϯϵϲϨϯϯϤΞϡϮϤΞϴϨϥΞϤϥϣϩϳϩϯϮϳΞϭϡϤϥΞϢϹΞϰϬϡϮϮϩϮϧΞϤϥϰϡϲϴϭϥϮϴϳέᶳ 

έ ʂ
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To explore relationships between digital and physical processes in achieving three-dimensionality, digital modelling 

techniques were identified as potential processes. Cutting Edge ς Lasers and Creativity Symposium at Loughborough 

University gave insight into a range of practitioners currently working with these and discussed issues surrounding their use. 

Further investigation at the Design and Technology with ICT Education Show at the NEC Birmingham then confirmed laser-

etching against CNC routing or rapid prototyping as most appropriate for reasons of cost, speed, scale and accessibility. 

Though these findings were cognitively managed through written reflections, the psychomotor domain was engaged in 

realising a series of practical tests and spatial trials (Figs. 5-8) which developed over a six month period. A parallel process to 

cognitive research methods, this development tangibly moved the work from 2D to 3D, realised at the Link Gallery in April 

2010. Titled Marking the Territory, this installation fully utilised the gallery space with multiple projections on walls, floor and 

laser etched objects, visualising in the community a discussion of the theories drawn from public survey findings. 

 

Fig. 5 Fig. 6 Fig. 7 Fig. 8 

 

¶ Written Reflections  

If the psychomotor domain is addressed through making and the affective manifests in reflective dialogues often occurring 

informally throughout this process, writing may be seen as a cognitive mechanism by which the affective instinct is managed 

and analysed, be this via the generation of a simple mind map or an extended body of writing. Tim Parsons, in his recent 

delivery to the Contexts panel session, stated that the human brain can only hold seven thoughts at once. Writing both 

records and provides a space in which more complex thoughts might be refined and developed.  If walking propels the body 

through space, writing moves the brain from one thought to the next, mapping ideas that may then be revisited and 

communicated to others.  ά¢ƻ ǿǊƛǘŜέ tŜǊŜŎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ƛǎ άǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƳŜǘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

survive; to wrest a few precise scraps from the void as it grows, to leave somewhere a furrow, a trace, a mark or a few signs.έ 

Writing as a reflective tool has punctuated much of the Stage One practice, allowing many strands of research to be 

summarised in a common format and documenting both physical and conceptual progression. 

 

¶ Development 

The critically reflective practice necessarily identifies and responds to inefficiencies.  Much of the research documentation 

verges on the descriptive and to develop an effective process, a higher degree of discrimination is needed when writing to 

facilitate more productive analysis. Many issues explained are inherent in the work and a more careful consideration of 

relevance will free up creative development and allow a more productive use of time. A wider range of research sources is 

also necessary to develop practice into Stage Two and further investigations will cognitively broaden the contexts of this 

work by considering issues around property led regeneration and urban planning. The psychomotor domain will be extended 

by research into interactivity through responsive and social technologies. With reference to BloomΩs Taxonomy, it is 

recognised that following analysis of survey findings and the resulting synthesis of theory, evaluation and reflective 

scepticism will test the integrity and contextual value of these conclusions. 

 

Mixed Group Project (Group C)  
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Working within a community of other practitioners is a reliable method of 

addressing affective needs and the Mixed Group Project Drawing on the City 

provided this opportunity. Group discussions initiated a series of investigative 

workshops in the areas of identified interest; the experiential and the transient 

(Figs. 9 ς 12). Through these, the group explored individual identities and 

perceptions of locality and questioned how it might be possible to map the 

transience of experience. A dedicated blog was used to continue discussions and 

share research outside of meetings. A concept for a web-based local mapping 

utility was developed, proposed to work in a similar way to many existing social 

networking sites, featuring linked accounts and user uploaded content (Figs. 13 ς 

14). It was discussed that though social networking had broken down many 

barriers in global communication, the possibilities for local interaction remained 

relatively unexplored.  

Personal preparatory research for Stage Two into location-based social 

networking has since found sites such as Foursquare, Gowalla and MyTown, 

which are remarkably similar to the site proposed by Group C at the MGP 

presentations. This clearly instigates criticism of the integrity of our research 

process; we did not know about them at the time. However, that these fairly 

new sites are rapidly gaining users possibly says more about the inherent utility 

of mobile networking technologies in the urban environment than it does about 

our failure to identify these during the project. Though a distinction was made 

between the group topic and personal practice there is unavoidable dialogue 

and the potential relevance to future themes of environmental interaction, as 

well as contradictory concerns relating to institutional impacts are clear.  

 

Fig. 9  (Left) 

Documentation of a walk to Shambles Square 

considering the permanence of the surviving 

bombed letterbox and the transience of the 

relocated building (now the Oyster Bar). 

Fig. 10  (Below) 

Example of observational exercise 

developed from a passage in Species of 

Spaces (Perec G.) and completed by each 

member. 
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 Fig. 11 

Group Memory Map 1 ς ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ΨǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΩ 

maps, digitally overlaid. 

 

 

Fig. 12 

Group Memory Map 2 ς one large scale map drawn simultaneously by several 

group members from memory. 

 

 

Fig. 13 

Website Proposal ς Homepage 

 

 
Fig. 14 

Website Proposal ς Example Subpage 

 
Fig. 9 ς 14 are layouts used during the MGP 

presentations utilising extracts of text from the 

group minutes. 
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Strategies of Thought  

 

¶ Rights of Way in Non-place 

According to naturalengland.org.uk, England has approximately 

190,000 km of public rights of way. These provide άƳŀƴȅ opportunities 

to enjoy the natural environmentΦέ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

important element of our national identity and free passage to do this 

is defended vigorously; but what of walking in the city? Routes 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 

to go around mountains not over them, a trait exemplified in modern 

spaces by worn, muddy corners of grassy areas. Our spatial instinct 

does not recognise corners but is increasingly compromised by the 

modern urban environment.  

Super-management of space has become the norm; we expect one 

way streets, anticipate being told to Keep Off The Grass. Many of 

these spatial directives stem from necessary planning and 

management of densely populated areas; we stand on the left, walk 

on the right, cross at the crossing, and wait for the green man whether 

in city or suburb, north or south, because they are convenient 

systems. When, however, does erosion of spatial determinism become 

symptomatic of alternative influences and when do these threaten not 

just human individuality, but character of place? 

 

Marc Auge introduces the notion of non-place, writing άLŦ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

concerned with identity, then a space which cannot be defined as relational, historical or concerned with identity 

will be a non-ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ He highlights the de-characterisation of places as a symptom of globalisation. Starbucks is 

found as quickly in Bangkok as in Brighton, Manchester Airport much like Madrid, Lidl stocks the same foods in 

Warrington and in Wiesbaden. In non-place the languages of space, 

the assumptions and demands of the user are the same. It is a 

characteristic of non-places, says Auge, άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘey are defined partly 

by ΦΦΦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜ όΨ¢ŀƪŜ 

right-ƘŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŜΩύΣ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛǾŜ όΨbƻ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΩύ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ όΨ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ƴƻǿ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǳƧƻƭŀƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩύΦέ These instructions define use of 

space and dictate the manner by which we compromise the personal 

to move through it. Auge States, ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

their surroundings in the space of non-place is established through the 

ƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŜȄǘǎέ and notes that the proponents of 

these άŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ōǳǘ ΨƳƻǊŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƻǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎέ. These 

texts do not just prescribe our spatial operations, they remove the 

demand on us to communicate with each other. However, this 

òThe deepest problems of modern life derive from 

the claim of the individual to preserve the autonomy 

and individuality of his existence in the face of 

overwhelming social forcesó Simmel , G. 
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structuring of non-place is not a one-way process; it is a contractual 

obligation where despite an erosion of individuality the user 

surrenders the right to anonymity in order to pass through. ά¢ƘŜ 

supermarket customer gives his identity when he pays by cheque or 

credit card; so does the autoroute driver who pays the toll with a 

card. In a way, the user of non-place is always required to prove his 

innocence... There will be no individualization (no right to 

ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅύ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΦέ states Auge.. These issues have 

not only become the focus of political debate, they are becoming 

intrinsic within the everyday. How many Londoners now travel 

around their transport network by proving their rights to passage 

with a registered Oyster Card? Is non-ǇƭŀŎŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ ƻǊ ƛǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

capital just one example of a place evolving into a city of non-place? This is not a recent threat, rather an evolving 

trend which has been highlighted by many subcultures that seek to preserve identity. William Upski Wimsatt 

discusses the politics behind the graffiti movement in the 1994 publication Bomb the Suburbs, predicting this urban 

erosion. ά{ƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΣ ōǳǎŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ 

character, and history of the landscape will be washed corporately clean. Security guards and alarm systems will 

prƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊύΦ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŀƭƭǎΦέ  

 

Wimsatt refers to America but his statement is easily applied to the UK. At the time of writing in 1994, three years 

before the dawn of New Labour, the machinations of this trend had already begun. The Thatcherite economic 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ Ψ¢ǊƛŎƪƭŜ-ŘƻǿƴΩ ǘƘŜƻǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

deprived locality. The way was opened for businesses and property developers who were encouraged to 

ΨǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜΩ ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ όŀ ǎǳōǘƭŜ ȅŜǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΩύΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ 

ǎŜŜƳ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ bŜǿ [ŀōƻǳǊ 

government, many of the 1980s relaxations on planning permissions were reversed in recognition of the damage 

out of town complexes were causing to the British high street. Bluewater, Lakeside, The Trafford Centre; shopping 

malls. Non-places. Anna Minton discusses this in Ground Control (2009) stating ά¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦέ She describes a visit to Westfield 

London in Shepherds Bush noting άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘer or to remind me that I was in west 

[ƻƴŘƻƴέ... An example of a space which cannot be defined as relational, historical or concerned with identity. 

Minton observes άǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ-air property complexes which also own and control the streets, squares and 

ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅέ are increasingly common. But what of the Public Right of Way? What of the statement at 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭŜƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ tǊƻ² ƛǎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ϦƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ 

ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅέΚ aƛƴǘƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΤ ά9ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ΦΦΦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦέ 

 

The panoptic view from our historic desire to rise above the 

city is recognised by De Certeau as an illusion like any other 

in which it is not directly experienced. Maps, photographs, 

film and references to what De Certeau names the 

Ψ/ƻƴŎŜǇǘ-ŎƛǘȅΩ form an attempt to pin down a non-existent 

truth. An ideal; rising above the city orders and sterilises it. 

Shirley Kressel, in the essay Privatizing the Public Realm 

observes a trend in urban planning which capitalises on this 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜǎǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ ά±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘe new 
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NikeTown in Boston, located on a very busy pedestrian street, by car or through a lobby from which they are swept 

ōȅ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƻǊ ǳǇǿŀǊŘΣ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǾŜΦέ ! ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

dislocation, a suspension of De /ŜǊǘŜŀǳΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άaǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ 

ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘΦΦΦΚέ .ŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜs presence is not justified by purchases, but where 

uncomfortable questions of the street such as class, crime and a myriad of the uncontrolled threaten to unveil the 

άƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜǎǎΦέ 

¶ άhǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ tǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅέ 

 άUrban public space is at the heart of city and town life. It is the essence 

of public freedom: a place to rally, to protest, to sit and contemplate, to 

smoke or talk or watch the stars. No matter what happens in the shops 

and cafes, the offices and houses, the existence of public space means 

there is always somewhere to go to express yourself or simply to 

escape.έ 

A comforting statement by Paul Kingsnorth in the article Cities for 

Sale, published in The Guardian in March 2008. It is both 

observation and ideology but where is the user of these spaces 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊƳΚ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψthe ordinary practitioner of the cityΩ 

removed ŦǊƻƳ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŜǎΩΚ Michel De Certeau prefaces his text 

The Practice of Everyday Life ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘΩΣ outlining its concern with the ǾƛŜǿ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊΩ. De 

Certeau generalises, but acknowledges the assumption that the 

individual is passive. Georg Simmel describes this urban passivity as the condition of becoming blasé in reaction to 

άƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ which results from the swift and uninterrupted change of outer and inner 

stimuli ... The metropolitan type of man - which, of course, exists in a thousand individual variants - develops an 

organ protecting him against the threatening currents and discrepancies of his external environment which would 

uproot himΦέ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ōƭŀǎŞ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴt but it seems this quality is 

exploited by the corporations discussed by Minton and Kingsnorth to take possession of our spaces. So what? 

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŘƻŜǎ this 

spatial trend have on the individǳŀƭΚ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ 

ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

necessarily so manifest. The closure of a public street, reopened as an arcade or 

shopping mall, may seem a positive impact of public-private partnerships, creative 

ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ YƛƴƎǎƴƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΚ These are 

not places to sit and contemplate, to smoke, talk or watch the stars and they are 

certainly not places to express yourself. The personal use of public space for self-

realisation does not apply here; personality is irrelevant to the institution and this is a 

backdrop for only that which does not seek expression outside the boundaries 

prescribed by it.  

 

¶ Modern Spatial Identities - Urban Space and Cybernon-place 
 

άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

place that are densely inhabited, and yet, as chaotic as Houston or any favela ς 

cyberplaces in cyberspaceέ writes Bice C. Wilson under the title The Urban Design of 

Cyberspace: Our Newest Public Right of Way on the blogspot of a breakout group of 
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the Fiberfete 2010 conference on networking technologies. Spending increasing time online, we are rapidly 

finding new methods of digital placemaking. It has changed our physical space and our use of it. Friends on a 

night out break the conversation to microblog on mobiles; airlines run marketing campaigns based on the 

observation that increasing numbers make web based video calls rather than travel. But these trends also impact 

upon our spatial practices more subtly. In a digital age, identity is a contentious political debate; compulsory ID 

cards, fraud, biometric passports, national databases, internet privacy.  Identity does more than distinguish one 

individual from another; it allows us to access places, facilitates possession, and has now become a commodity.  

Online we are reduced to units of market data, commercial information paradoxically disconnected from names 

and faces (as we are assured in the privacy policies), attached only to spending patterns. In a political climate 

where issues of identity are bargained over in parliament, they are being quietly taken from us.  De Certeau cites 

CƻǳŎŀƭǘΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ άƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΣ άƳƛƴƻǊ 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣέ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅέ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ. Knowledge is power. 

 

Social networking sites become such mechanisms. We are frŜŜƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ΨǇƭŀŎŜΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ 

with photos, favourite quotes, selected information. We become our own avatar, an edited copy where even our 

transgressions are modified before publication. In return, we share information that builds a different profile; 

browsing history, age group, favourite sites, products, brands. A picture of where and what we can be most easily 

persuaded to buy. So what remains of our identities? Where does the personal exist? We are projected back into 

the physicalisation of the same capitalism, wandering the concrete, tangible streets, with the pigeons and the 

ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǇǇŜǊǎΤ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƻƴ 5Ŝ /ŜǊǘŜŀǳΩǎ άƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

username, the graffiti tag, our only remaining device with which to momentarily mark ourselves apart before we 

sink back into the faceless mass, left only with impotent acts of spatial disobedience (crossing, perhaps, when the 

green man is flashing) to wrest our own controls in an otherwise increasingly locked down society.  

 


